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Phrasal verbs 
 

they are important in 
spoken English 

 
there are several 

meanings for one phrasal 
verb 

  



Types of phrasal verbs 
• Verb + preposition 

– (on, in, at, for, into, from, to, by, 
of, about, with, after, across) 

• Verb + adverb 
– (up, down, away, out, back, through, 
off) 

• Verb + preposition + adverb 



Phrasal verbs – how they are 
shown in the dictionary: 

• check in 

• put sth on 

• beat sb up 

• take after sb 

• warm (sb/sth) up 

• put sth down to sth 

   somebody    something 

 



beat down (on sth)  dash off 

tangle up (with sth)  go for sb 

 

weigh sb down   stick up 

send sb off     cave in 

 

Run out (of sth) 

Put up with sb/sth 



Single-word equivalents 
agree come round 

do carry out 

visit call in, come over, 
drop in 

wait hang on 

         relax kick back, chill out, 
wind down 



New phrasal verbs 
• Bump off: 

– An error message appeared and I was 
bumped off the Net. 

– There is a problem with a virus and 
you get bumped off after a few 
minutes of being online. 


